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IN THIS ISSUE

At the head of this issue (No. 17) there is an essay by Abba
Kovner, The contents were the subject of an address given at
the meeting of the executive committee and membors of Hakibbutz
Haartzi Hashomer Hatzair held at Kibbutz Ha'ogen in June '79
to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the uprisal of the ghetto,

Under this head we print:

The diary of a Lithuanian doctress, Helena Kotergeine. Her
notes reflect & noble spirit, a gentile friend of Jews, who gives
vent to the terrible shock she experienced as witness of the
situation of Jews and their fate in the Ghetto of Kovno under
Nazi oceupation. Kotergeine describes in extenso the part both
Lithuaniang and Germans took in the pogroms and the murders
she witnessed even before the ghetto had been established, When
the Jews were shut up in the ghetto, contacts were cut off in-
creasingly, but Kotergeine's thoughts kept wandering to her
Jewish friends and in her writings, svents within that pent-up
community are reverborating

Parts of this diary were published, in 1968, in the Soviet
periodical Drushbe Narodov (Friendship between nations). The
full text of the chapters printed there has been translated here,
Dr. Benjamin Blodz, a veteran physician of Kovno, who lives in
Israel and who knew Dr, Kotergeine well, bas written an intro-
duction and some explanatory remarks.

M. Pomerantz, who took part in the Polish campaign in
September 1939, describes his Odyssey, how he reached the town
of Kowel, that was annexed by the Russians, and the situation as
it developed there to the time of the German invasion in June "41.
The chapter printed here is part of a voluminous manuscript,
dealing with the experience of the author throughout the war and
the holocaust.

We bring in this iscue the first part of a comprehensive research
by Yoav Gelber on “Policy and the ‘Transfer' agreement”, signed
by Joewish representatives and the Nazi authorities in 1033. The
research deals with all aspects of this agreement; with the
arguments and the heated controversy aroused by the agree-
ment in the various Jewish communities as well as with German
interests and hesitations. The ‘Transfer’ was a much-discussed




