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d. Pillage of the community library (which contained one of the
richest selections in Europe of works on Judaica) and of the
rabbinical college library (18.10.1943 and the following days).

e. Seizure and deporting of large numbers of Jews, irrespective of
age, sex or state of health — on October 16, 1943.

Rosina Surano — From the Diary of Persecutions

These are the regular daily entries in the diary of a clerk employed
at the Jewish community office in Rome — describing developments
in the community and among the Jews in the Italian capital. Due to
the personal angle of the writer, we see the events described previously
in the official report from a personal, individual slant.

STUDIES

This section opens with Dr. Daniel Carpi’s essay on “The beginning
and development of anti-semitism in Italy”. Dr. Carpi in his study
reviews the various stages in the development of the hatred of the
Jews which penetrated the fascit state. The author points out that
anti-semitism in Italy emanated from the alleged identification between
the Jews and the liberal movement of Europe. The alleged pact between
Jewish “internationalism” and liberal circles, or the freemasons, was
presented as the ‘“original sin” of all the revolutionary trends of
Europe.

Despite apprehensions, during the first fifteen years of Mussolini’s
rule in Italy there were few manifestations of active anti-semitism, and
during this period no fundamental changes occurred in the situation
of Italian Jewry. However, when Italy changed the course of its policies
in 1936—1937( the Eritrean war, declaration of the emplre, the tension
in Anglo-Italian relations, attempts to win the support of the Arabs
and the rapprochement with Nazi Germany) a change took place in
the attitude towards the Jews in general and to the Jews of Italy in
particular.

Racial theories began to penetrate Italy, a “race campaign” was
launched, and racial laws were enacted:

This legislation (of November 17, 1939, No. 1728) in addition to
clauses stipulating the deportation of foreign Jews and banning all
Italian Jews from learning or teaching at state schools, also contained:

a. A strict ban on marriages between Jews and Aryans.

b. A juridical definition of who was deemed to be a Jew (such
as the offspring of parents of the Jewish race — even if he
professes to a religion other than Jewish; the son of one
Jewish and one foreign parent; the offspring of parents of
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