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SUMMARY

Extracts from Siach Lohamim
(Combutans Converss)
This issue begins with a chapter from the book “Siach Lohamim™
(Combatants Converse).

The book is quite different from most of the books that have been
publiched and continue to be published about the Six Day War. Rather
than describe battles and events, the book expresses what the young
combatants remembered sbout their feelings and reactions at the height
of the struggle when face to face with danger. The expression of the
combatants is at the same time the expression of different generations,
They tell of their ties with the Jewish people and its fato. Fate and the
past stand out In sharp contours in this suprome test in battle which
for our people iz always the battle for our very existence.

We have recorded the conversations in Kibutz Ein-Hahoresh with
Aba Kovner in the chalr, The subject was the combatants' relation to
the period of the Holocaust,

Last letters before the tragic end

In this issue dedicated to the 25th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto
Revolt, we publish a series of letters written in the tense daya of the
Holocaust, which reached countries outside the Nagi occupation, There
are three sections:

&. Letters written to friends and rolutives:

b, Letters written on behalf of orgunizations and movements
supplying information on events in the community;

¢. Farewell letters and appeals to world publie opinion.

Rescue of Jewish Children In Buchenwald

Ruzka Korchak tells about children in the concentration camp in
Buchenwald. During the war deportations of Jews to Buchenwald
included many Jewish children. The International Underground, as
well as Jews not belonging to the Underground but assisted by it, did
mueh to alleviate the suffering of the children and to rescue them.
Thanks to the risks, the devotion and resourcefulness of many, a large
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group of children was rescued. This was posgible in Buchenwsld where
conditions were somewhat different from those in other concentration
camps, especially in Auschwitz and Majdanek in Poland, where most of
the Jews were assembled,

Ruska Korchak based her work on the evidence of survivors, on
documentary material and works about Buchenwald.

The “Exodus” Diary

This issue publishes » diary written on bourd of the expulsion ship
“Bxodus 19047". The writer was an emiszsary from lsrael ss u member
of “Hagana”. He spent three weeks with these people while they were
in the French port of Porte de Buc, on the same three boats to which
they have been transferred from “Exodus".

The writer of the disry made daily entries describing the everyday
life of the survivors, conveying an authentie pictore of the organisation
of their daily life, the human resctions and the general ntmosphere and
mood on the boat,

The Brisker Memolrs

This is a partion of a extensive document written by the late Warsaw
engineer Brisker. The manuscript was written in a hide-out on the
Arvan gide of Warsaw during the last period of the war. Brisker had
been confined in the Warsaw Ghetto during four years, Hin memoirs
deacribe life in the Ghetto and various events.

The original manuscript is in the custody of Brisker's daughter Yael
Brisker-Shalit.

Portrait of a Combatant (Aryeh Wilner)

From now on we shall present in each Issue of Yalkut Moreshet (Heri-
tage Digest) a description of one of the major combatants. For this
issue which marks the 25th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto Revolt,
we have selected Aryeh Wilner, He was chlef lisison for the Jewish
Combatant Organization; he also contacted the Polish Underground
Organizstions and procured arms for the Jewish Combatant Organi-
zstion. We have collected memoirs and evidence, some of which were
pever published and others which were published in foreign Janguages.
In these selections people who knew Aryeh Wilner during the war and
before, relate how he impressed them and why they loved him 8= a man
and a2 & combatant.
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