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SUMMARY

1. We open our current issue with the story of Mordechai Griinfeld, a
Jewish youth from Ozernowitz. When the war broke out, the Soviet autho-
rities recuited him and placed him in a pre-military unit. Completely cut-off
from his home and environment, from Jews in general, he retreated with
the routed Soviet army and was captured by the Germans.

His personal story, bare of all adornment, relates how various people,
in various places and situations, were hurled hither and thither by the war.
Twice was the Griinfeld family notified of their son’s death. When the
Germans released him, he returned to Odessa only to be imprisoned again,
this time as a former Prisoner of War returned from the West.

His attempt to ¢scape succeeded and he reached his home. From there
he set out, by means of the "underground train” ("Bree’cha” — clandestine
organisation which aided people in crossing the frontiers and emigrating
to Palestine). On his way, he gathered a group of orphaned children, smuggling
them over boundaries and finally bringing them safely to Palestine.

Here he settled in Moshav "Kefar Achim”, where he has been living
ever since.

Griinfeld's story is one of a series, recorded by Rivka Gruber "Mother
ol the Boys"” (so named after she had lost two sons in the War of Liberation,
when she left her home to live with the first settlers in the Lachish area.
Now in Kefar Achim). The complete series will be published.

2. The next chapter consists of two pieces of evidence — the personal
stories of Uri Ya’ari and Alfred Israel Gliick — dealing with the "Hechalutz”
underground movement in Denmark.

Ya'ari and Gliick came to Denmark with a group of youngsters from
Germany and Austria for agricultural training prior to emigration to
Palestine. On the out-break of the war, they found themselves stranded, cut
off from everything in a relatively quiet backwater, restless in spite of fairly
decent living conditions. One group founded an underground movement,
aimed at reaching Palestine and participating in the war effort. This meant —
crossing through Germany. Plans were made and various people attempted
to put them into practice: by travelling under railway cars, between their

wheels; as stow-aways in goods-trains, etc., Some were captured by the
German and excuted.
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