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Hitler was afraid the USSR might take control of the Rumanian oil fields, a step
which could stangle Germany’s war effort. Moreover, he longed for Russia’s natural
resources as a counterpoise against the British naval blockade. One may argue that
the economic agreement with the Soviet Union provided Germany with the same
advantages without resorting to war. However, one has to keep in mind that Hitler's
character would not tolerate the thought of being dependent on someone else.

From a military point of view, he considered England to be defeated. Accustomed
to Blitzkrieg-campaigns he firmly believed that the same process could be repeated
in Russia. A quick defeat of the Soviet Union would free Germany’s rear from any
menace, if Great Britain should renew the war in the West. Moreover, Hitler medi-
tated upon the reasons why Great Britain, in spite of her desperate situation, would
not come to terms. He deduced that England was still expecting increasing support
from the USA, and hoped that Russo-Garman relations would deteriorate. He there-
fore resorted to Schlieffen’s old solution: depriving England of her “continental
sword”. This meant smashing the Soviet Union. That having been achieved, England
would beg for peace and a naval action would become unnecessary. It is obvious that
Hitler did not think that he might become involved in a prolonged war in Russia.
He reckoned with a Blitz-campaign of three to four months. He considered the
German Armed Forces as superior the Red Army in organisation, equipment, and
leadership. The Red Army was regarded as possessing a very low capability for
battle. The campaing would terminate in the line Archangel-Astrakhan. Germany
would hold the conquered territory with up to sixty divisions.

EDUCATION TOWARDS RACIAL VIOLENCE — YOSEF LEVINGER

The author, a teacher and an educator, surveys the Nazi educational methods,
their goals and their means of realization. He relies on the vast literature that was
written by the holders and the formulators of these rascisteducational theories. After
the author cites a number of outstanding examples of education towards racial
violence, he comes to the following conclusion: “It's true that we can’t attempt to
understand the process of the capturing and reinforcing of governmental power, if
we divorce it from the German and international conditions that existed at the time.
but if we want to understand the factors which led to the relative stability of the
regime, and the source of its continued existence and strength even after autstanding
defeats in the war (after El-Allamein and Stalingrad) it is very likely that the success
of the inculecation of Nazi education in the masses, and particularly among the
vouth — will be shown to have played an important role, and perhaps even a
decisive one”.

TZVI EREZ — surveys Dr. Levia Rotkirchen’s work “The Development of Anti-
Semitism and the Persecution of the Jews in Hungary during the years 1920—1945"
which appeared in the form of an introduction to Moshe Zandberg’'s book “The
Endlessyear” (Yad Vashem — 1966), and makes a number of comments and criticisms.
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