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d. Pillage of the community library (which contained one of the
richest selections in Europe of works on Judalca) and of the
rabbinical college library (13.10.1948 and the following days),

€. Seizure and deporting of large numbers of Jews, irrespective of
age, sex or state of health — on October 18, 1943,

Rosina Surano — From the Diary of Persecutions

These are the regulur daily entries [n the dinry of a clerk employed
at the Jewish community office in Rome — deseribing developments
in the community and umong the Jows in the [talian capital, Due to
the personal angle of the writer, we xoe the events described previgusly
in the officiul report from a persomal, individual slant,

STUDIES

This section opens with Dr, Daniel Carpi's essay on “The beginning
and development of anti-semitism in Italy”, Dr. Carpl in his study
reviews the various stages in the development of the hatred of the
Jews which penetrated the fascit state, The author points out that
antl-semitism in Italy emanated from the alleged identification between
the Jews and the libernl movement of Europe. The alleged pact between
Jewigh “internationalism™ and liberal circles, or the freemasona, was
presented as the “original sin™ of all the revalutionary trends of
Europe.

Despite apprehensions, during the first fifteen yeurs of Mussolini'a
rule in Italy there were few manifestations of active anti-semitiam, and
during this period no fundamental changes occurred in the situation
of Italtan Jewry. Howaever, when Italy changed the course of its policies
In 1936--1937( the Eritrean war, declaration of the emplre, the tension
In Anglo-Italian relations, attempts to win the support of the Arabs
and the rapprochement with Nazi Germany) & change took place in
the attitude towards the Jews in general and to the Jews of Italy in
particular,

Racial theories begsn to penetrate Italy, a “race campalign" was
lnunched, and racinl laws were enactod:

This legislation (of November 17, 1839, No. 1728) in addition to
claugses stipulating the deportation of foreign Jews and banning all
Italian Jows from learning or teaching at state schools, also contained:

a. A strict ban on marriages between Jews and Aryans.

b, A juridical definition of who was deemed to be n Jew (such
as the offspring of purents of the Jewish race — even if he
professes to a religion other than Jewish: the son of one
Jewish and ome foreign parent; the offspring of parents of
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Italian citizenship one of whom in of the Jewish race and
professes to the Jewish religion).

¢. The obligation to declare one's belonging to the Jewish mace
and to see to it that due entries were made in one's personal
documents as well as in the records of Public Registrar etc,

d. Severe restrictions on clvil rights were imposed, such as: Jews
were banned from militury service; they were forbidden to
act as legal guardians for non-Jewish minors; were not
permitted to maintain ownership of companies, farms or
bulldings whose value exceeded a given amount, or to employ
Aryan servants, hold any public or government office or any
post subject to state control or supported by the state, such
as management posts in banks and insurance Institutions,

This law alse stipulated that Jews who had in the past been
wwarded some special recognition by the state (such a5 war medals)
or who were war invalids or volunteers, or who had been members
of the Fascist party from 1019—1922, und in the second half of 1924,
could spply to the Ministry of the Interior for “special privilege”
status. This meant that they would be permitted to hold on to immobile
propertiee and to employ Aryan servants, but were still subject to all
the other restrictions imposed on the Jews,

A further series of laws was eniacted which carried anti-Jewish
legislation n stage further, in effect banning the Jows from practising
the libers] professions (June 29, 1939 — No, 1054) and imposing
increasingly severe restrictions on them concerning the ownership of
property and partnerships In commercial and industrin] companies
{(February 9, 1939, No, 126). Then, upon Instructions from the Party
secretariat or, In some cases upon the private initiative of a local
officiul, the Jews banned from owning radie sets, from spending their
time at holidays centres, from publishing newspapers ete.

Dr. Carpi goes on to describe the actual effects of this anti-Jewish
policy: the situation of foreign Jews; the restrictions upon and ousting
of the Jews from public life; the camps set up in Italy during the
war, forced labour ete.

The last chapter refers briefly to the situation of the Jows after
the Germans had siezed control in Italy, The writer cooncludes: “Some
7750 Jews out of a total Jewish population of 35000 who were in
Italy during the German occupation, were missing at the end of the
war. Of these, 7,496 had been banished and the rest murdered or had
fallen in battle™.
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