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from contacts with the prisoners-of-war. Upon their relesse, they
immdistely begin taging action amonyg the Jews, Later on, us an envoy
on behalf of the Palestinian Jewish community to Rumanian Jews, Rico
become one of the organizers of the illegal immigration movement to
Palestine, whase gates were officially kept locked to the survivors of
the holocaust.

Rahel Aharonowicz — the auther, n former prisoner in the Krakow
ghetto who survived detention in u series of coneentration camps, describes
the paychological metamorphoses which took place in individuals as
they suffered the catastrophes and the upheavals wrought in their lives
by the Nazi occuption. She is a qualified psychologist who applies the
the keen insight of her professional perception to her analyses.

The short chapter which we publish is un extract from » larger
work, Kahel Aharonowicz sets out to prove that the changes which took
place in the reactions and traits of individuals were of an extreme
Kind, giving rise to unexpected manifestations in the behaviour of people
in a state of tremendous tension faced with the unbesrable ordeals of
the period,

Michael Tagliscozzo — The Nazi persecution of the Jews of Rome.

Michzal Tagliacozzo’s cssay opens the series of articles on the
central themo of this issue — The history of the Jews of Rome in the
dhort period following Germaiy's seizure of power in Italy (September —
October 1043), Tagliacozzo briefly sums up the actions of the 88,
Sturmband-filcer Herbert Keppler and of the officials of Bichmann's
division in the city of Rome.

Next, we publish the “Report on the Persecution of Jews of Rome
in the early days of the German Occupation” written by Prof, Ucgo
Fou, then chairman of the Jewish community of Rome. He sums up
the principsl measures taken by the German nuthorities against the
Jews of Rome:

. A ransom of 60 kg, of gold per capita was Imposed (September
26—28 1948);

b, The German’s sacked the offices of the community, searched
them and seized all the registry books, most of the archives
and other papers, as well as a sum of 2,021,540 lira (29.9,1943),

¢. Harazsmente of a minor nature, during the lull between the
raid of the community offices and the sacking of the two librarles
{between September 30 and October 12, 1943).
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d. Pillage of the community library (which contained one of the
richest selections in Europe of works on Judalca) and of the
rabbinical college library (13.10.1948 and the following days),

€. Seizure and deporting of large numbers of Jews, irrespective of
age, sex or state of health — on October 18, 1943,

Rosina Surano — From the Diary of Persecutions

These are the regulur daily entries [n the dinry of a clerk employed
at the Jewish community office in Rome — deseribing developments
in the community and umong the Jows in the [talian capital, Due to
the personal angle of the writer, we xoe the events described previgusly
in the officiul report from a persomal, individual slant,

STUDIES

This section opens with Dr, Daniel Carpi's essay on “The beginning
and development of anti-semitism in Italy”, Dr. Carpl in his study
reviews the various stages in the development of the hatred of the
Jews which penetrated the fascit state, The author points out that
antl-semitism in Italy emanated from the alleged identification between
the Jews and the libernl movement of Europe. The alleged pact between
Jewigh “internationalism™ and liberal circles, or the freemasona, was
presented as the “original sin™ of all the revalutionary trends of
Europe.

Despite apprehensions, during the first fifteen yeurs of Mussolini'a
rule in Italy there were few manifestations of active anti-semitiam, and
during this period no fundamental changes occurred in the situation
of Italtan Jewry. Howaever, when Italy changed the course of its policies
In 1936--1937( the Eritrean war, declaration of the emplre, the tension
In Anglo-Italian relations, attempts to win the support of the Arabs
and the rapprochement with Nazi Germany) & change took place in
the attitude towards the Jews in general and to the Jews of Italy in
particular,

Racial theories begsn to penetrate Italy, a “race campalign" was
lnunched, and racinl laws were enactod:

This legislation (of November 17, 1839, No. 1728) in addition to
claugses stipulating the deportation of foreign Jews and banning all
Italian Jows from learning or teaching at state schools, also contained:

a. A strict ban on marriages between Jews and Aryans.

b, A juridical definition of who was deemed to be n Jew (such
as the offspring of purents of the Jewish race — even if he
professes to a religion other than Jewish: the son of one
Jewish and ome foreign parent; the offspring of parents of
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