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At the time, besides the local Jewish community of Mostar, there
were hundreds o Jewish refugees in the town. They had come mainly
from Sarayevo, having fled to the zone of Italian occupation in appre-
hension of persecution by the Croation collaborationist forcea. Whether
deliberately or otherwise, the general asked the Jews what had pro-
mpted them te abandon their homes and choose the tough and bitter
path of homeless wonderers, The refugees gave thelr exhuaustive reply
to this question in u detailed memorandum describing what had been
the fate of the Jews in their home town, Sarayevo, since the estab-
lishment of the “independent state of Croatin™ dwelling in particulsr
on the fate of those who had fallen into the hands of the locanl militin
and been juiled in Croatian prisons and concentration camps,

The main purpese of the avthors of thiz memorandum was to
perenade the Itallan authorities not to force them to return to their
former homes and to continue, as in the past, to take n liberal line
of policy towards them and to other refugees who might vet succeed
in fleeing from the zones of German occupation. With this end in view,
the Jews sent coples of the memorandum to varfous institutions and
Jewish and non-Jewish personalities who might be in a poaltion to
help them in some way in their struggle for survivial and for the
lives of their dear oneas.

Through the Italian consulate in Sarayevo, this document eventually
made its way to the office of Italy’s Foreign Minlster, Count G. Ciano.
After some time, a group of senior Foreign Ministry officials in charge
of Crostion affairs, referved to It in the negotiations begun in the
summer of 1942 at various diplomatic levels, to substuntiate their
opposition to the extradition of these refugees,

Yisrael Gutman — Czerniakov, the man and the Diary,

Following publication of "“The Czerniakev Diary"”, an important
dorument containing the diary entries of the hoad of the Judenrat
in the Warsaw Ghetto, Yisrael Gutman in this paper campares what
we know of Czerniskov from the impressions of those who have
written about him, with those one may gather from Czerninkov's own
entries in his dsily record,

Many of the impressions he made upon the people who knew him
at that time are confirmed by his own diary, while many others are
refuted. The writer sets out to analyse the traits and actions of the
man, through a careful study of the available sources. He contends
that neither s totally apologetic nor a totally critical attitude towards
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Czerniakov would be tenable. From an objective nssesment emerges
the interesting figure of o man who came from = certain environment
remote from the Jewish masses, and whose actions were influenced
by the conditions created and imposed upon him by the otcupation,
In his zincere, subjective approach and with his honest good intentlons,
he attempted in vain to break through the Impenetrable wasll of pre.
determined, unshakeable Nazi decrees and thelr policy whose ultimate
goal was complete annihilation,

In an Appendix, Gutman presents u selection of extracts from
viarlous works referrnig to the engineer Adam Crerniskov ss an
individual, and to his actions us head of the Judenrst, The writer has
selected entries from diaries and memoirs of people who lived in the
Warsaw ghetto, were Crerniakov's ussoclates ot expressed the feelings
of the ghetto about him.

in the Discussion Section, Aharon Weiss comments on Haika
Grosman's article on “The 52th Anniversary of the Byalistock Ghetto
Uprising” which appeared in No. 9 of Yalkut Moreshet,

Haika Grosman replies to Mr. Weiss' remarks, stressing her own
approach to the problem of the Judenrat.
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