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SUMMARY

With this, the tenth issue of “Yalkut Moreshet” — a unique
periodical on our literary sceme — we have completed five years of
publication, Our journal has come to be accepted 28 a serious forum of
un established pattern, with a keenly interested, regular readrship. In
our view the attainment of n tenth issue iz a milestone on our path, We
shall continue In the future to strive to keep up regular publication and
constantly to improve our periodical

Sources and testimonies

Our tenth issue opens with n chapter from the memoirs of Alexander
Pieczorski (Sasxza) on the uprising in the Sobibor death camp. This was
one of the mujor uprisings of the entire holocsust era. It was not a
spontanecus riot by the prisoners but n carefully planned rebellion
implemented sccording to a pre-conceived programme, Jews from many
countries jeined forces in the uprising which wis a kind of secret pact
contracted in death-camp conditions in the shadow of the gas cells of
Sobibor. The author, Alexander Pieczorski, was & Russia Jewish officer
in the Red Army. He was taken prisoner by the Germans und sent to
Sobiber on account of his Jewishness, Here it was he who took the
initintive in organizing the uprising and the escape from the camp.

His plan was put through in cloge cooperation with veteran Jewish
inmates of the camp, Pleczorski tells his own personal story in this
literary account which, despite its literary flavour, is of considerable
value 4s a document throwing new light on the period and describing
the background to the riot and the way it was carried through,

Arieh Lupi (Rico) — “To Brothers in Arms”

Rico, u member of Kibbutz Sarid, was paratrooper and envoy to the
Jows of Rumsnia in World War II. He was one of a group of selected
young men and women whoee assignment it was to land behind the
enemy lines and form contacts with prisoners-of-war from the Englizh-
speaking countries. Preparations for their action were made in co-
ordination with British Intelligence, but the young people themselves
regarded it a3 their principal task to make contacts with the Jewish
communities and to establish ways of bringing assistance to these ill-
fated communities.

Rico and his fellow-paratrooper land in Rumania, are caught by the
Rumaniang snd imprisoned. They manuge to hide their true identity and
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ifrom contacts with the prisoners-of-war. Upon their release, they
immdiately begin taging action among the Jews. Later on, as an envoy
on behalf of the Palestinian Jewish community to Rumanian Jews, Rico
become one of the organizers of the illegal immigration movement to
Palestine, whose gates were officially kept locked to the survivors of
the holoecaust,

Rohel Aharonowiez — the auther, & former prisoner in the Krakow
ghetto who survived detention [n a series of concentration camps, describes
the psychological metamorphoses which took place in individuals as
they suffered the catastrophes and the upheavals wrought in their lives
by the Nazi occuption, She is & qualified psychologist who applies the
the keen insight of her professional perception to her analyses,

The short chapter which we publish is an extract from a larger
work. Rahel Aharonowicz sets out to prove that the changes which took
place in the reactions and traits of individuals were of an extreme
kind, giving rise to unexpected manifestations in the behaviour of people
in & state of tremendous tension faced with the unbearable ordeals of
the period,

Michael Tagliacozzo — The Nazi persecution of the Jews of Rome.

Michrel Taglincozzo's esssy opens the series of articles on the
central theme of this issue — The history of the Jews of Rome in the
short period following Germaiy's scizure of power in Italy (September —
October 1948), Tagliacozzo briefly sums up the actions of the SS.
Sturmband-fuhrer Herbert Keppler and of the officials of Eichmann's
divialon in the city of Rome,

Next, we publish the “Report on the Persecution of Jews of Rome
in the early days of the German Occupation” written by Prof. Uocgo
Foa, then chairman of the Jewish community of Rome, He sums up
the principsl measures taken by the German authorities against the
Jews of Rome:

d#. A ransom of 50 kg, of gold per capita was Imposed (September
26—28 1943);

b. The German's sacked the offices of the community, searched
them and seized all the registry books, most of the archives
and other papers, a3 well ax 4 sum of 2,021,540 lira (29.9.1943).

¢, Harassments of a minor nature, during the lall between the
raid of the community offices and the sacking of the two libraries
{between September 80 and October 12, 1948).
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