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EVENTS AT TUCZIN
Shalom Cholavski

Tuczin is a town on the left bank of the Horin (also, Gorin) River,
twenty-six kilometers distant from the provincial capital, Rovno. The story
of Tuczin can serve as an answer to that nagging question : why did not
the Jews escape from the ghettos into the areas beyond the barbed wire
perimeter fences, to the forests, or the Aryan sections ?

The series of testimonies presented in this article tells the story of an
entire Jewish community that rose up against the German scheme, burned
its homes, and fought for its life. Some of its members defended them-
selves with weapons in hand, while the great majority fled to the forests.
And it was there that their fate oevrtook them. The local Ukrainian
populace hutned them and delivered them into the hands of the enemy.
Only fifteen of all the Jews of Tuczin were saved.

Among the reasons preventing mass escapes form the ghettos, the
author lists the following: strong family bonds that blocked escape, the
widespread fatalistic attitude that what happened to the Jewish community
as a whole would be the lot of the individual within that community. The
Jew preferred to remain with kith and kin in the ghetto. Also, the ghetto
inhabitants were obsessed with the fear of “collective reponsibility” which
the Germans were so adept at applying. The lack of arms and the absence
of a partisan movement during the period of annihilation were a factor.
And there was the feeling of distrust toward everything in their surround.
ings, in most instances well justified. Above all, the local population’s ani-
mosity towards the Jews was a decisive factor in obstructing rescue opera-
tions, and in that respect the situation at Tuczin was not unique. Thus it
was in Lithuania, where Lithuanian battalions finished the German
conqueror’s job of annihilation. Thus it was in White Russia, in the towns
of Poland, and thus, too, it was in many another European country.

Under the circumstances obtaining at Tuczin, notwithstanding the
objective wish to resort to self-defence, which was definitely not lacking,
notwithstanding the fact that here, unlike other localities, the [udenrat
did not carry out the orders of the Nazi Germans and did not toward the
desire for armed resistance, the capacity for self-defence was nevertheless
without much promise. Arms were exceedingly scarce. The partisan move-
ment in the area was an embryonic one. The field was limited and the
structures were wooden ones. There was all too little time for preparations.
The resistance that broke out here was spontaneous, So it ended as it did.

Does not the Tuczin chapter add yet another dimension to the tragedy
of the Jews during the holocaust? Does it not render even more
unfathomable than we had been wont to believe ?
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