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THE TEMPLARS IN PALESTINE

TZVI EREZ

The Temple society was founded by Christof Hoffmann in Germany at
the end of the sixties of the 19th century. They founded a number of colonies
in Palestine; some Catholics also came here for religious reasons and so did
a group from the Evangelical Church. In 1938 they all numbered some 2000,
of whom 3} were members of the Temple society. They had never accepted
Ottoman citizenship, had remained loyal Germans and many of them had
fought in the first world war on the German side. No special contacts had
been maintained with the Weimar republic, but a first Nazi member was won
in the person of Karl Rauf, in 1932. By the end of that year 14 Germans in
Palestine had joined the Nazi Party. Rauf as the “Landsvertrauensmann” did
not succeed in enlarging the number of Nazi Party adherents until Hitler
came to power. Leadership soon passed into the hands of Cornelius Schwarz
of Jaffo.

Economically, the elite of the German minority, tralers, bankers etc.,
maintained close and friendly contact with the Jewish community, who also
bought much of the agricultural production of the German villages. It was
the task of the Nazis to gain control of the German community, with its
religious leadership of the Temple society on the hand, and pursue anti-
semitic propaganda on the other hand. By 1935 the German Consul General,
Dr. Wolf, who had little sympathies with the Nazi movement, had been
ousted. His successor, Dehle, was a Nazi. Antisemitic attitudes, though
economically disadvantageous to the local Germans, were insisted upon by
the German Government’s representatives, In 1934 a new head of the Temple
Society, Wurst, was elected, much against the will of the Nazis. The educa-
tionzl system was slowly adapted to Nazi ways, because of the desire to
have the schools recognized by German institutions, especially universities.
Most teachers had to join the Nazi Party, and all of them had to join the
teachers union, which was Nazi-controlled.
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In 1936 there were 250 Nazi Party members in Palestine, and the
community was under their control to an ever-increasing degree. Contacts
with Jews were forbidden, especially land sales. The author quotes a letter
of January 1936 by the local Nazi leader in Jerusalem warning a German
citizen against the hiring out of a cinema to Jews. Threats of boycott and
reprisals against relatives in Germany could be very effective. Successful
attempts were made to overcome any remaining religious scruples still
entertained by Templars against Nazism. Nazi propaganda was intensified,
and the author quotes from Schwarz’'s letters to show what types of Nazi
propaganda (“das Schwarze Korps” etc.) were introduced to Palestine.

Youth activities became a province of the Nazi Party. During the Arab
rebellion in Palestine the estrangement between Germans and Jews grew;
a bomb was thrown in the centre of Jewish Jerusalem by an Arab from a car
owned by the German consulate: the Arab had been hired by a German
Palestinian. When war threatened, the majority of adult men owing military
service left for Germany, The rest were interned in their settlements, but
were allowed to proceed with agricultural and other occupations. In the
early stages of the war, a large number of these Germans were shipped to
Australia, because their activities might be detrimental to security in the
case of German advance towards Palestine. After the war, a number of
Germans remained in Palestine, but most of them left before Israeli in-
dependence. A few apparently participated in the Arab invasion of the
country, and the others left after 1948. The Israeli Government agreed to
pay reparations for these Palestinian Nazis and their property to the West
German Government.
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