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SUMMARY

Excerpts from the Diary of A.H. Kaplan

A.H. Kaplan was a well-known Hebrew educator and publicist in
Warsaw, even before World War I. After a prolonged illness he began to
keep a diary in 1936. While the first entries were of a rather personal
and intimate nature, his notes since 1939 concern more and more with
public affairs, depicting in great detail Jewish life in Warsaw Ghetto
under the Nazis.

The extracts in this issue are dated 1942, only a short time before
the author’s death, and are a strong indictment of the Jurenrat’s faulty
leadership

The Story of Naliboki — by Penina Shlossberg

It deals with the tragedy of the township of Naliboki in Eastern
Poland. An eye-witness tells about the adventure of a group of Jewish
refugees, who wandering about in the woods, survive owing to the self-
sacrificing generosity of peasants belonging to the Baptist sect, until they
eventually are able to join the partisans.

Five Attempts of Escape from Auschwitz — Eric Kuika, (Prague).

The Therezin concentration camp served as a camouflage to the
Nazi plan of the “Final Solution”. From this camp Jews were transported
regulary to Auschwitz where they were asked to send post-cards, infor-
ming their families that they are alive and busily engaged in the con-
struction of a new “work camp” at Birkenau near Neubrunen.

The prisoners soon discovered, however, that they were to be taken
to the gas-chamber and that the camp was set up only to offset the truth
about Auschwitz, permitting the Nazis to send undisturbed their regular
transports from the Ghettos.

A group of Jewish prisoners decided to organize an escape, in order to
inform the world of what was happening. There were 280 such attempts
of escape from Auschwitz of which, only 80 were successful.

The author of this article tells about five such dramatic attempts.
Thus, they succeede to reach Therezin to get in touch with Jewish
communities; they also met a Papal representative warning them and
demanding action. Their request that the Allied Command should bomb
Auschwitz remained unheeded “for technical reasons”. Nor did the Jews
believe that extermination, as reported by those who escaped was actually
taking place.

An Underground Group of German Jewish Communists — Eliyahu Maoz
The writer concentrates on the activities of the “Baum Group”, a
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