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MY VILLAGE NOLCOVO

AKIVA NIR

This is a personal stcry about an exceptional Slovak village where, in
contradistinction to most other places in occupied Europe, the local population
aided their Jewish comrade. Nolcovo was an isolated, very poor village on
the Vag river, without a post office or a shop, whose connection with the
world was the ferry over the river. Karol, the scion of a Jewish family who
had settled there two generations ago, came there from Bratislava for a few
days to look for the partisans hiding out in the Liptov mountains. The
villagers persuaded him to stay on for a couple of months, and then he
joined the partisans together with the village head’s grandson. On a visit
to the village, on March 20th, 1945, Karol saw Hlinka Gardists approaching
and attempted to escape by jumping through the window. He was caught
and was about to be handed over to an SS Officer who had come to look for
partisans. The Gardists suspected him of being a Jew, The villagers quickly
surrounded the little group and an argument developped between them and
the Gardists and the German. The village head declared that this was his
grandson and that he had jumped out of the window in order to escape
deportation to Germany. Althoug everyone knew him to be a Jew, no traitor
was found to deliver Karol to the Germans.
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