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The group’s first stage was at the Gorochov training Kibbutz near
Warsaw. Here the author describes the atmosphere in the training center,
the integrational, organizational, and educational activities among these
boys, designed to convert them from a herd of refugees into a consolidated
social body. While the group’s actual preparations for Aliyah were going
on, war broke out. Now began on Odysey through the ruined towns of
Poland till their arrival in Vilno, shortly after its annexation to Lithuania.
Again, fresh educational endeavors were made to overcome difficulties and
reforge the group. Finally, in March, 1940, the younger members of the
group boarded a train and after, traversing a good portion of Europe on
the way arrived at Kibbutz Ayelet-Haschachar in Palestine,

The lot of the group’s older members was more involved. They
prepared their bundles and left for the small estate, of Ludwikowo,
formerly under Jewish proprietorship. Here a diminutive Youth Republic
came into being. They worked on the farm, shaped a pattern of existence,
when suddenly the Red Army's conquest of Lithuania confronted these
voungsters with a dilemma: should they register for admission to Soviet
schools and children’s institutions, as the authorities demanded, or take
to the road again with the dim hope of eventual Aliyab.

The demonstrations waged by Jews abroad against the deportation of
Polish Jews to Siberia, the intercession of Zionist leaders at Soviet Em-
bassies, but also the aims of Lithuania’s workers to defend the labor
market in their country against inundation by foreign hands — all these
account for the fact that the Zbonshin Youth Group was granted per-
mission to emigrate to Palestine. After two years of wandering, they
reached Palestine.

FROM THE LEGACY OF HERMAN KRUK

Herman Kruk, a Warsaw journalist and librarian, reached Vilno with
the flood of refugees from Poland. Following the Red Army's entry into
Vilno, he began to keep a journal with precise accounts of daily occur-
rances, including his own experiences as well as events in the immediate
vicinity. He collected testimony on the fate of individuals, Jewish com-
munities, and social segments. He wrote political reportages on events in
the ghetto and on other subjects as well.

The Journal was the first of his writings discovered and part of it
was published in New York in 1961 by the Jewish Scientific Institute
(IWO) under the title Togbukh fun Vilner Ghetto (Vilno Ghetto Jour-
nal). The rest of this journal is now in the possession of Moreshet.
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The following items from the legacy are published in the current
1§5ue :

1. 1 Step Over Graves. — A reportage describing an inspection trip,
conducted by the author amongst the vacated dwellings of Jewish writers
and cultural leaders in Vilno. The inspection was carried out on orders
from the German authorities, who were interested in information about
the location of Jewish books, sacred writings, and museum pieces.

The author concluded his account with the following words :

Whichever one of us at some time emerges alive from this purgatory,
again encounters among the living any of those I have mentioned above,
will take solace in the fact that amidst the ruins of Vilno there was one
who, out of respect for them, jeopardized himself and searched for their
legacy, lest it vanish...

2. The Thorny Road of Froi Matz, — Testimony collected from a
Jewish woman, (who worked, under the assumed identity of an Aryan),
in Lithuanian villages, on the fate of the Wilkowisk Jewish Community
in the south-western corner of Lithuania. The Hitlerites set fire to all the
town’s buildings, but worse yet were the Lithuanian fascists, who slaugh-
tered 900 of the town's inhabitants just before the transfer to the ghetto.

5. Old People. — A poetic — and staggering — desciption of the fate
that overtook eighty-four aged persons who were executed in the Vilno
Ghetto during one of the first actions.

4. Journal extracts, here published for the first time. From among
these entries, we have selected two accounts, one concerning the lot of
a group of Vilno UPO (United Partisan Organization) fighters, who,
after having been informed upon and captured, were transported to the
Kluga Camp in Esthonia, where they succeeded in organizing an under-
ground and communicating with the Partisans.

The second account describes events in another camp, Lagdi, Esthonia,
during the last days of the author's life here, when the Soviet forces
were but a few kilometers distant from the camp itself. It tells of the
conflict between despair and hope, between apprehensions that the camp
would be liquidated before liberation and hope that liberation might
come early.

In the presence of six witnesses the author buried his collected entries
and writings in the camp, just a few days before he was murdered. The
final copybook entry was made some hours before he was executed.
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