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THE DEFENCE PLAN

YEHUDA BAUER

The facts concerning the destruction of European Jewry became known
in Palestine at the end of 1942, The failure of the Bermuda Conference in
April 1943 emphasized the need to do something to come to the aid of
European Jews. The Jewish Agency had long been suggesting to drop
parachutists into Jewish centres, but British authorities had rejected this.
In 1942 four wireless instructors were sent from the Haganah to train
Yugoslavs in Egypt for the ISLD service. A further Jewish plan to drop
100 fighters in the Balkans was rejected in early 1943, but an ISLD sugges-
tion was followed to pick 14 candidates for missions in Europe. Their training
in Cairo caused a number of difficulties, mainly due to their suspicion of
British motives. From the summer of 1943 until the summer of 1944 they
stayed in Palestine ready for their mission. In the meantime another group
was being trained by another Intelligence department, the “A” Force, With
the ISLD group, their general tasks came first, and their Jewish mission
second, whereas the “A” Force apparently saw a natural connection between
the two sides of the mission. The first parachutists were dropped in the
autumn of 1943. On the Jewish side a Histadruth committee chaired by N.
Peled was responsible first, and then the Palmach took over. In all, 31 para-
chutists were dropped, 10 by the ISLD and 21 by the “A" Force. As far as
their war tasks were concerned, they were too few to leave any impression
on events; due to betrayal and bad luck few of the parachutists had a
practical opportunity for achieving much in the Jewish sphere. The main
result of their mission was the saga they left behind of individual bravery
equal to anything the chronicle of the War has to show.

In the summer of 1944 the Defence Plan was mooted. This was based on
the news brought from Hungary by Y. Brandt; the Agency tried to break the
barrier of British hostility or equanimity and suggest a large-scale plan to
come to the aid of Hungarian and Rumanian Jewry. A base in the Voivodina
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comprising 100 men recruited from the Jewish units in the British Army
and from Palestinian “civilians” was to be set up, and small groups were to
be sent to the surrounding countries from there. On July 2nd this plan was
shown to Randolph Churchill who presented it to his father who apparently
approved of it. R. Shiloah was flown from Palestine to Italy on July 9th and
obtained the approval of military authorities there to a slightly smaller
scheme involving the dropping of larger groups of parachutists into the
Balkans area — the idea of the Voivodina base was abandoned. However,
on the intervention of the Middle East commanders and politicians who
feared hostile Arab reaction, the idea was finally dropped in August and the
plan came to nothing. It would appear that the British were apprehensive
lest such a mission might be used as a political lever by the Agency both in
Europe and vis-a-vis Britain.

THE WERKLEUTE

ELIYAHU MAOZ

This is a Hebrew translation by the author of an article published in
The Leo Baeck Institute Fear Book no. 4, 1959, pp. 165—182, relating the
history of the German Jewish youth movement “Kameraden” in the twenties
and the early thirties until they turned into the “Werkleute” movement which
ultirnately joined the Hashomer Hatzair.
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