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A TESTIMONY

HANNA VERNIAK-SCHLESINGER

The witness was born in Sosnowice, and was a member of ‘“Hashomer
Hatzair” there. After 1940 a farm near Bendzin served as a meeting-place
for the movement of the two towns, and members lived there. In 1943
18 members were handed over to the Germans by a Pole who had promised
to bring them to the partisans. Mordechai Anilevitz visited Sosnowice in
1942, and learned there of the death of Yosef Kaplan. Movement members
engaged in propaganda activities, writing letters to addresses found in
telephone directories in Germany, and preparing acids and inflammable liquid
for any future German deportation actions. Preparations were begun for
active resistance, under the leadership of Tzvi Dunsky and Lipek Mintz.
However, they were being shadowed by the Jewish police, and the Judenrat
chairman, Mordechai Merin, was getting apprehensive about their activities.
While on the point of disappearing from the town so as to work from a
hiding-place nearby, they were betrayed by a former member of their
group. The witness was arrested, along with other girls, and so was Lipek
Mintz. After being tortured by the Jewish police, she found out that Tzvi
had been found and caught as well, Tzvi and Lipek were then murdered by
the Germans, to whom the Judenrat police had handed them over. The
witness was then sent to a labour camp, where she still remained in touch
with other girls who remained in touch with the Warsaw movement. One
of them was killed when found out carrying arms. Ina Gelbart and Fela
Katz visited the camp on occasion.

Contact was maintained with Chayka Klinger and David Kozlovsky who
were in charge of movement members outside concerning plans of fleeing
from the camp. On one occasion a note apparently preparing the witness to
leave the camp fell into the hands of the Kapos and caused great difficulties.
Conditions in the camp were bearable mainly because there were many
members of the Noar Zioni youth movement there and mutual help was



practised. A German communist overseer, Lerker, was himself an active
saboteur and helped the girls there, Contact was maintained with a men’s
camp nearby from which an escape was made good by Manek Klugmann,
who later died trying to reach a partisan detachment near Bendzin. Help
was extended to Russian POWSs in a neighbouring camp. In January 1945
the camp, which was near Gleiwitz, was evacuated. A month’s journey with
very little food or water cost the lives of some 309% of the girls. They were
brought to Ravensbruck and liberated on May 8th.






