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ON RESISTANCE IN WARSAW

HIRSH BERLINSKY

Berlinsky, one of the Left Poalei Zion leaders in Warsaw, was a member
of the ZOB Command. After the end of the fighting in the ghetto he esaped
to the Aryan part of the city and there wrote up his notes on the events in
the ghetto from the “Action” of July-September and until the end of the
rebellion. By courtesy of the Warsaw Historical Institute, where the original
handwriting is kept, we publish here the first part of the Berlinsky notes.
Hirsh Berlinsky himself was murdered by the Nazis in Warsaw, in late 1944.

The author describes the heartsearchings of his group with the approaching

summer of 1942. Events in other parts of Poland left no doubt that mass
expulsions would occur in Warsaw sooner or later, and first reports about
the extermination camps began to be circulated. The hungry and dejected
Jewish masses could not be counted upon to initiate resistance. The political
parties, driven underground, had no means of defence and no contacts with
the outside world. The author claims to have been amongst those who argued

that even though expulsion might not mean immediate death, experience
showed that that was what it meant ultimately. The only alternative was

resistance, with whatever means there were, and he believed that if the way
was once shown to the leaderless masses, they would follow. A meeting at
the end of March, 1942, in 2, Orla Street, discussed questions of resistance,
with representatives of the Bund (Usech, Blum), L.P.Z. (Berlinsky, Azdek),
Right P.Z. (Levin, Morgenstern) and Hechalutz (Zuckermann) participating.
Zuckermann proposed the establishment of a united Resistance Organisation,
but this was opposed by the Bund, who declared they would form their own
group, connected to their Polish friends. Besides, the antifascist group (PPR)
was not in attendance either. LPZ and RPZ representatives supported Zucker-
mann’s plea for unity, but nothing came of the meeting. The author then
goes on to describe the “Action”. A first sign was the murder of some dozens
of Jews on April 17th On July 22nd the Action began in earnest. The Jewish



Police were ardent collaborators of the Nazis. At a meeting of political
leaders a Lublin Jew expressed his belief that God would save the Jews.
The historian Shiffer opposed the idea of resistance because that would
cause the utter destructioin of the ghetto. LPZ decided, on July 28th, to
publish a leaflet explaining their attitude to the Action. Zagan, the leader
of the party, was taken to the Umschlagplatz at the beginning of August.
The author then goes on to describe his own escape by hiding during one
search. Most of the remaining LPZ leadership found refuge in the OBW
“shop”. During the first half of August, LPZ joined Hashomer Hatzair and PPR
in deciding to prepare individuals for joining the Paritisans. On September
5th, after finding out that Hashomer had only a small quantity of arms, LPZ
members arranged to go into hiding, At the end of October, at a meeting
between Hechalutz, Hashomer and LPZ representatives, it was decided to
set up a Jewish Fighting Organisation. After some wrangling a political
representation was set up and in November the Bund joined the Organisation
as well. In December some weapons were obtained, partly through the official
London Poles, with whom however a delicate situation arose as they
demanded that in the event of a Russo-Polish struggle the Jews should
fight with the Poles against Russia. The Left groups in the ghetto were
inclined to fight the other way round.

The author then goes on to decribe the Action of January 18th and 19th.
He claims that his party’s groups did not receive arms, and that the Hechalutz
and Hashomer groups only received them. He himself went into hiding
during the action and thus survived. Only a few people used their arms, and
Mordechai Anilewitz and his group fought a succesful action against the
Germans. At the same time he also says that the Germans got frightened,
and that because of the heroic Jewish resistance they had to conquer the
ghetto stage by stage. Many groups could not fight although they were
prepared for battle, because of lack of arms.






