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rapprochement and adaptation, to indentification, intergration, acclimatiza-
tion, and disappearance,

These processes differ from period to period and place to place. The
emancipation of the Jews of the United States was not contingent on the
demand that they disappear as such and liquidate their group differences.
On the contrary, it was based on the freedom of these differences, theit
defence and cultivation, on the right to be different. In England, on the-
other hand, political emancipation was preceeded by more than a century—
long process of social assimilation. The struggle for political equality was
the culminating phase of this process.

In France, the problem of emancipation was interlocked with that of
foregoing communal autonomy. Here, too, as well as in the neighboring:
countries, absolute equality was demanded only by a small minority,
whereas the great majority of traditionalists at first stood aside and was
more concerned with the extension of its unique privileges than with full
tights (and their attennant conditions) which were not to its liking. The
aspiration to divest Judaism of its national attribute constituted, in France,
the ideological basis, for the outcome of emancipation was granted the
individual, with the proviso that the citizen belong to one relational group
alone — the State — and that there be no intermediate, multi-
faceted groups between him and the State. However, this concept con-
tained the seeds of totalitarian concepts negating the natural rights of the
individual as a human being and citizen. It led the Jews into a c#l-de-sac
and the crisis of the '80’s, when antisemitism became rampant through-
cut most of the countries that had implemented the French pattern of
Jewish emancipation.

REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF ITALY‘S JEWS IN 1937
Daniel Carpi

The author now makes public and explains the memorandum at one
time sent to the Zionist agencies in Palestine, proving that the Italian
Fascist regime’s policy was becoming antisemitic. From the year 1937 and
thereafter the web of its political associations provided it with the proper
background for putting into effect an anti-Jewish policy. The memorandum
contains interesting information about the attitude of various Jewish-Italian
bodies and personalities at the time of the Fascist Government’s change
trom its previous policy towards the Jews and Zionism.
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