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SUMMARY

From the Diary of Z, Perchodnik

The excerpts of Z. Perchodnik’s diary sre from s manuseript In
Polish entitled: “Chronicle of Jewish Family in Poland under the Nazi
cccupation”,

Born In Warsaw (1916) the author of this diary, was & member of
the Betar movement (youth movement of the Revislonist Zionist Organi-
zation), gradunted an agricultural engineering school In Toulouse, France
in 1937 and lived with his wife and little daughter, during the years
bafore the war, in Otwotsk.

In the Ghetto he served In the Jewish police. After the Otwotsk
Ghetto was liguidated In December 1942 Perchodnik managed to reach
Warsaw where he found refuge st the home of a Polish woman,

The first entry of P.'s diary dates — May 7; the last — August 19,
1943. A post-script entry was made on Nov, 19, which tells of his intention
to hand-over his diary to s Polish friend.

The author was killed during the Polish uprieing in Warsaw, and
the dinry wis found after the war,

In his introduction Perchodnlk says that he intends it to be n "true,
honest, and sinceres confession”, although he asks for no forgiveness,
since the only perzen he could ask it from, his wife, even if she could,
should not forglve.."

He telia how his wife and little girl perished before his own eyes in
the In the Treblinki extermination camp, and how he fsile them by
inaction, consequently blaming himsell for being spared, It is u tragic
and cruel document of self-indictment.

Perchodnik slso attempts to describe and explain how an intelligent
and educated man, allowed himself to be led astay by enemy propaganda.
Also how others, Hike himself, who served in the Ghetto as Jewish police-
men, maly of whom he knew personally as educated and decent people,
could become servile and blindly obedient, even to the point of collabo-
ration with the Nazis, and how human relations could become werped and
distorted even within the bounds of one's own family, as in his case,

It is a stiking document of human suffering and shame, shoking In
its sovial and historical significance.
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