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Budapest 1944
Rafael Benshalom
Preface: 1. Kolb

At the end of June, 1944, the transport organized by Kastner and
numbering 1684 people left Budapest. But it soon became known that
this transport had reached Bergen-Belsei. rather than Spain, as originally
planned. Moshe Kraus, director of the Palestine office, found refuge at
the Swiss Legation that represented, among others, British interests in
Hungary. With the help of the Swiss Consul, R. Lunz, a friend of Pales-
tine and Zionism, a “Swiss Consulate Emigration Department” was set up
in the so-called “glass.house”, 29 Vadas street. This soon became the centre
of rescue efforts on behalf of Hungarian Jewry. The widespread activity
emanating from here was organized mainly by the pioneer Zionist youth
movements. The “Tiyul” (lit.: “outing”, i. e. flight from Hungary to
Roumania) started from here, as did the printing of false documents,
papers of protection etc.

On October 15th, after Horthy’s announcement that Hungary was
withdrawing from the war, a rebellion took place and Szalasi, leader of the
fascist Arrow Cross bands, gained power. Immediately, a frightful terror
regime against Jews began, Members of youth movements, dressed in uni-
forms of the railway guards, or police, or the army, engaged in rescue
activities. Eichmann, and with him the danger of deportation, reappeared
on the scene.

However, it soon became clear that the Szalasi regime would not
molest Jews with foreign papers. Again, with the help of the Swiss consul,
fargescale production of protection cards began. These papers contained
statements to the effect that so-and-so was entitled to emigrate on col-
lective passport and should therefore be entitled to preferential treatment
as a foreigner. The International Red Cross also fulfilled an important
function. 15 children’s homes with some 600 children were set up, and
these were protected by the IRC.

Some 120.000 false papers were thus provided. However, one day the
shop where this was done was discovered by the enemy and the people
who had worked there were arrested by Arrow Cross men. Tortures fol.
lowed. This was immediately prior to the final Russian assault on the city
(December 24th), and ultimately the boys were released against a very
large sum of money paid as a bribe.






