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employing the forged identity card of a railroad official, his comrades
succeeded in extricating him from the camp. While at Trawniki, Ringel-
blum had successfully set up communications between the Undeground
Leadership inside the camp and the operatives on the Aryan Side. While
there he also wrote a monograph on the camp. Unfortunately, this work
was lost during the Uprising.

In the Aryan area, Dr. Ringelblum, together with his wife and child,
lived in a bunker below the surface, Through an informer's action, this
bunker was discovered on March 7, 1944, and Dr. Ringelblum was
murdered after his wife and child had been shot dead in his presence.

THE RINGELBLUM LETTERS

To Professor Mahler and to Arnon Tamir

These letters are from the Zbonshin period (see below). In these
letters, Ringelblum, who at that headed the JRC's aid activities for the
Zbonshin deportees, describes his work and impressions.

FROM ZBONSHIN TO PALESTINE

Dan Gelbard

Zbonshin, numbering 5,000 inhabitants, was situated on the Polish-
German frontier. It achieved notoriety at the beginning of 1939 and can
be said to have offered an initial warning of the holocaust about to take
place.

One bright morning, Germany's Nazi government summarily deported
all those of its Jewish inhabitants who held Polish citizenship. However,
when these peopls arrived at the Polish border, the Polish government
sefused them entry into Poland. Military patrols cordoned off the town
and denied these Jews all freedom of movement. The Joint, under Ringel-
blum’s leadership, was able to organize some aid for the deportees in food
and clothing. Their encampment was not finaly liquidated until August,
1939, virtually on the eve of World War IL

The author, formerly a Zionist youth Movement disciple and today a
member of Kibbutz Alonim, tells of the fortunes that befell his group,
how it forced its way through the slough of despair with its hopes of
Aliyah a beacon in the pervading darkness. The Polish Government per-
mitted all those young Jews of Zbonshin who had registered for pre-
Aliyab training (Hachsharah) and Aliyah to enter Poland.
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