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On Jewish Organizations in the Countries of Emancipation.
— Jacob Toury

From the early 18th. century until 1933, Jewish organizations were
generally voluntary in character, Their religious attitude was either
sectarian or humanitarian and “neutral”. Most of them had a denomina-
tional outlook and concentrated their attention upon a distinct sphere of
charitable, cultural or social activity. Hence, they were markedly diffe-
rent from the former inclusiveness of the ”Kehillah”. Their formation
was accelerated and their apologetic character firmly defined by the
various anti-Jewish outbreaks in the 18th. century, until they became re-
active rather than active in scope.

But their main feature was their quality as substitute for other for-
mal, social and even intellectual frames of reference for those Jews, who
found themselves rejected by their non-Jewish surrounding., Against this
reactive quality, the first Zionist organizations with their zeal for Jewish
action were a revolutionary movement and waged a prolonged struggle
against non-Zionists for leading positions in the organizational frame-
work. Zionism appeared as a popular and democratic force, whereas the
leadership of existing organizations was aligarchic and aristocratic. A
big part in it fell to intellectuals, who, together with bankers and indus-
trealists, tended to monopolize positions on the board. Thus the general
public became indifferent to the existing organizations. The more active
elements rallied round Zionists or Socialists, but neither they not the
passive general public recognized the urgent need for a united and
strong organization with a generally recognized responsible leadership —
until it was too late.

In Memory of Simcha Honwald
Simcha Honwald was an active member of Hashomer Hatzair which
was driven underground in Hungary. This memoire is published on the

twentieth anniversary of his death.

In Memory of Shlomo Harchas.

Shlomo Harchas was among the founders of the Partisan Movement
in the town of Mir. Later, he was one of the bravest guerilla fighters in
the woods, and still later he was active in the Movements of “illegal”
escape. He was a member of Kibbutz Eilon and was killed in a road acci-

dent last year.
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