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Jacob Toury
Anti-Jewish Riots In the “Year of Freedom 1548"

In the wako of the revolutionary events of 1848, anti-Jewish riots
oceurred In most countries of continental Europe, from Lombardy to
Galicia and from France to Serbia. Focal points of the outhreaks were
in Alsace, South-Western Gormany, Poznan, Bohemia, Moravia, Slovakia
nnd Hungary of today, Details of riots in 170 places are mentioned, and
their roots acrutinized, Although Jewish sources give various reasons
for the outbreaks — from personal and local incidents to national and
social tensions — It is Just this variety of reasona that does not explain
the general spread of the riots. Thus, the thesis is propounded that the
common <depominator for the outbreaks was the then still prevsiling
vecentric social and political position of the Jews, anided by the Jew-
image, an established during the foregoing period: The ahstract “Jew"
sorved as symbol of everything the ricters did not dare to atteck directly
— gapitalistic influence on socinl conditions, arbitrary government and
revolutionary Insecurity, Hence, Jews could be persecuted with equal
vigor by revolutionary and counter- revolutionary forces. The unifying
slogan for all the divergent tendencles, advocatnig violence against the
Jews as a means of securing political power, waz that of ‘Jewish world
Domination’, This catchword from then on usurped a central position in
nntisemitic ideology.

The Jews themselves did not realize at all this exemplary significance
of the outbreaks against them, and their reactions, therefore dictated
more by their apologetic tendencies than by the need of the hour. Thus,
the incidence of Jewish self-defence was small. Only in 17 out of 170
places there sre some indication of active resistance to the rioters, and
only in 10 places vestiges of organized Jewish forces could be found, They
scem to have been partly Jowish battalions of the Civie Guards, and
partly volunteers that had been barred from them, comprising those
vounger elements that did not accept the cautious collaboration of the
Elderz of the community with every kind of government, absolutist or
revolutionary, dreading separate Jewish nction as illegal or preferring
their own security to that of their flock. These youngsters, not withstan.
ding the rovolutionary ideology of a general solution to all problems,
kept alive a spark of Jewish collective responzibility in time of trail
und tribulation.
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