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THE LATE DR. WILLY COHEN — from his legacy

The sections of the diary which appear here are a small selection
from a diary which covers 42 years of daily writing.

This diary was rescued thanks to friends who smuggled it from
Breslau to Berlin, from there to England and finally — — to Israel.

The author of the diary was a teacher of history in the high schools
of Breslau, and the author of books on historical subjects, particularly
monographs.

During the years of the Hitler regime, the author was very involved
in Jewish life of Breslau, as a lecturer in schools for adult education,
and as the editor of the community newspaper in the last years of its
appearance, He maintained contact with Jewish scientific institutions
in Germany. He died in Aushwitz.

Jewish Woman in German Camps

In this testimony, written in 1947, Leah Neuman-Weiss tells of her
experiences from the day Hungary was invaded by the Nazi forces.
She was evacuated, with other Jews of her native town to Birkenau

and from there, after many “selections”, she was again transferred with
a group of young woman to a forced-labour camp in Germany (in the
vicinity of Breslau) that was working for a munition factory.

In her testimony she relates how these Jewish women, with the help
of French prisoners of war, carried out sabotage activities.

Of special interest are the passages depicting the celebrations of
Jewish holidays (Yom Kipur, Hanukkah etc.) which this group organized
in camp.

Towards the end of the war, when the Germans abandoned the camp,
the diminished number of prisoners was transferred to other camps such
as Mathausen and Bergen-Belsen. They were exhausted and broken at the
time of liberation.

The writer of this testimony left Hungary in 1947, and is now resi-
ding in Israel.
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