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EMANUEL RINGELBLUM

Professor Raphael Mahler

It is now twenty years since Dr. Ringelblum was murdered by the
Nazis. He has come to be known as the historian of the Ghetto, and his
archive, discovered after World War II, contains a vast amount of material
on the Holocaust and the Ghetto Uprising.

Ringelblum was one of those who headed the Warsaw Ghetto Upris-
ing. After it was crushed he was confined to a concentration camp by the
Nazis. Rescued from the camp, he returned to Warsaw, where he was
hidden away, subsequently discovered, and executed by the Nazis on
March 7, 1944. (See above, Pan Rudowski).

In 1929, he was drawn into working for the Charity Funds (Gemilut
Hassadim) as editor of their publication, Folkshilf. During that period he
also embarked upon his principal undertaking on behalf of the Jewish
Scientific Institute. It was Ringelblum who founded the Warsaw IVO
Branch and participated in its scientific publications. From the year 1937
and thereafter, he was one of the directors of IKUF (Yiddisher Kultur
Farband, i. e.,, Jewish Cultural Society) in Poland.

Up to the outbreak of World War II, Ringelblum had published a
series of scientific research works, mainly in the field of Jewish history in
Poland. He also wrote a series of monographs for the Encyclopedia
Judaica. He stood at the head of the aid activities on behalf of the Zbon-
shin deportees, and it is on this subject that our author presents and
reviews a group of letters from Ringelblum to himself from Zbonshin and

concerning Zbonshin.

PAN RODZEVSKY

Batyah Temkin-Berman

Dr. Edward Rodzevsky was the name assumed by Dr. Ringelblum
in the Underground. The Left Poale Zion operatives in the Aryan area of
Warsaw, once they had reestablished connections with Dr. Ringelblum,
bent all their efforts to have him transferred to the Aryan area. There
were constant delays, due especially to the fact that Ringelblum found it
difficult to forego his scientific work on behalf of the community’s act-
ivities. Matters continued thus right up to the second Action (ie., the
deportation of candidates for mass destruction to the death camps) in
January, 1943. Information was received that Ringelblum had been sent by
the Nazis to the Trawniki Camp. Through various contacts, and by
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employing the forged identity card of a railroad official, his comrades
succeeded in extricating him from the camp. While at Trawniki, Ringel-
blum had successfully set up communications between the Undeground
Leadership inside the camp and the operatives on the Aryan Side. While
there he also wrote a monograph on the camp. Unfortunately, this work
was lost during the Uprising.

In the Aryan area, Dr. Ringelblum, together with his wife and child,
lived in a bunker below the surface, Through an informer's action, this
bunker was discovered on March 7, 1944, and Dr. Ringelblum was
murdered after his wife and child had been shot dead in his presence.

THE RINGELBLUM LETTERS

To Professor Mahler and to Arnon Tamir

These letters are from the Zbonshin period (see below). In these
letters, Ringelblum, who at that headed the JRC's aid activities for the
Zbonshin deportees, describes his work and impressions.

FROM ZBONSHIN TO PALESTINE

Dan Gelbard

Zbonshin, numbering 5,000 inhabitants, was situated on the Polish-
German frontier. It achieved notoriety at the beginning of 1939 and can
be said to have offered an initial warning of the holocaust about to take
place.

One bright morning, Germany's Nazi government summarily deported
all those of its Jewish inhabitants who held Polish citizenship. However,
when these peopls arrived at the Polish border, the Polish government
sefused them entry into Poland. Military patrols cordoned off the town
and denied these Jews all freedom of movement. The Joint, under Ringel-
blum’s leadership, was able to organize some aid for the deportees in food
and clothing. Their encampment was not finaly liquidated until August,
1939, virtually on the eve of World War IL

The author, formerly a Zionist youth Movement disciple and today a
member of Kibbutz Alonim, tells of the fortunes that befell his group,
how it forced its way through the slough of despair with its hopes of
Aliyah a beacon in the pervading darkness. The Polish Government per-
mitted all those young Jews of Zbonshin who had registered for pre-
Aliyab training (Hachsharah) and Aliyah to enter Poland.
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